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FOREWORD

While the general aim of the Centre of Advanced
Study in Philogophy, Banaras Hindu University,
as that of the other similaxr Centres, all fanctioning
on an all India bass, i the pursuit and promofion of
excellence in philosophical thought, one of the
objectives set before it by this Centre is the preparation
of Bource Books or Books of Readings relating to
Jmpﬂ\tant Indian philosophers and philogophical
sy&tems The Centre has already published Readings
from" Yogdedara Buddhism prepared by Dr. A. K.
Chatterjes.  This Source Booly 13 our second veunture
in the same divection. The selectlmct from Sankara’s
various commentaries ineluded here have been made
under my direction. The transiations have been
done by Dr. N. 5. Hivematha, Senior Research Fellow,
at the Centre. It ig hoped that this Source Beok
will be found useful by scholars and students interested
1 obtaining authoritative understanding of Sankesra’s
views.

Attempt has been made to make these selections
comprehensive in scope. Pagsages have been drawn
from all the important commentaries of Sankara
comprising those on®the Upanisads, the Bhagavadgiid
and the Brahmasiifras. Care has been taken iq
inclode passages velating to important metaphysical,
epistemological and ethico-religiouz issues.  The
passages have Deen so arranged as to impart progressive
understanding of the gubtleties of the <oncepts and,

preblems under sdiscussion. * . o .
[ ] L]
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T tpke this opportufity to express my indebted-
ness to Dr. N. 8. Hirematha who, apart from making
the tramnslations, looked after the printing of the book.
Sri A. P. Mishra, Junior Research Fellow at the

. Centre, was algo associated with the preparation of
the toxt in early stages; he also rendered aclive
ngsistance in the preparation of the index.- I thank
him for thiz on behalf of the Cenire and myself. My
thanks are also due to Shri B. K. Berry, Manager,
B.H.U. Press, and his staff who have been respcsible
for neat and speedy printing of this Scurce Bock.

@

N,
(ENTRE OF Apvaxcep Stupy  N. K. DEVARAJA
ix PrinosopHY Gemeral Ediior

Banaras Hindu University
April 26, 1971.
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INTRODUCTION

Sankardcdrya, the founder or systematiser of
Advaita Vedanta, is among fhe greatest philogophers
of Indin. Iowever, the philosophers of this land did
not like to eall, or to look upon, themselves as original
thinkers. Sankara has commented on several Upa-
Ith:cldS the Bhagavadgitd and the Brehmasiitras, and
% oWl view he is no more than a commentator,
® expositor of the aforesaid texts (called Prasthd-
%), As the Hindus look upon the Upanisads
(as also the Dhagavadgitd) as seered religious serip-
tures, Satkara’s Advaits hof *been accepted and
admired hoth ag a philosophy and a% religion. One
reason why the philosophies in India were accorded
religions recognition was that these philosophies
were ub the same timae doctrines of Salvation. At
quite an eurly date, during the time of the earliest
Upanigads, the notion became current here that the
highest goal of life, i.o. salvation, could be obtained
only through Lnowledge. Since the attainment of
the knowledge of reality was a task assigned to
philosophy, philosophy here came to have a speaal
status.  As a consequence of this not ounly did philo-
sophy come 0 be asgociated with religion, it gradually
came to dominate the latter. Thus the question,
‘What is salvation and how can it be achieved 2’
began to be tackled mainly by philosophical systems.
While the.orthodox 3hinkers, who, accepted the
anthority of the Vedas, put.forth the claim that theit”
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1 A Bource Book of Sankarg

views conformed to the Vedas, the 3o called heterodox
thinker?, who discarded or opposed that authority,
sought fo offer philosophical justification of the-
teachings of their religions prophets. A yet another
circumstance emerged; different interpreters of the
Vedas, began to advance divergent views regarding
the nature of reality, salvation, efc. As a consequence
not only the Jainas and the Buddhists, but also the

different Schools of Hindu philosophy, came to

formulate different standpoints in metaphysics, and

theory of salvation. Thus, for instance, the ({:_iews

of the Nyaya-Vaifesika and the Saikhys'Yoga

regarding salvation, as also their views about reality,

are quite different fre® those accepted by the several

Vedantic system# The so-called Vedanta—i.e. {he

doctrine that claims to derive from the Prasthanatray?

—itself assumes diverse forms, e.g. the Advaita-

Vedants of Sarikara, the Vigistadvaita of Raminuja,

the Suddbadvaita of Vallabha, the Dvaita or Dualistic

Ved3nta of Madhva, ete.

Among the Vedintic sechools Sankara’s Advaite

135 generally considered to be the most important ;
next to if, Ramanuja’s philosophy of Vidistddvaita
occuples a pre-emivent position. These Veddntas
owe their importanse to the philosophical schemes
elaborated respectively by Safkara and Rawmdnuja.
f’ﬁhat came to be attached to them. Both these claim
to derive from the Srutis or Scriptures. Modern
scholars, however, are of opinion: {hat. while
Sankara’s system is nearer to,the Upanisads, that of
uyﬁiminuja seerns t0 conform E)etter to,t the teachings of

¥ h
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Introdmction 111

the Bhogavadgita and the Brahmasiiras. But, inas-
much as the Brahmasiitras of Badariyapa claim to
'systematize the teachings of the Upanisads, their
greater affinity with Raminuja’s system may imply
that Sankara has succeeded better in Interpreting
the Upanisads than Badariyana himself. .

As a'matter of fact, the Upanisads, particularly
the oldest among them, viz. the Brihaddronyaka
and the Chandogya, seem to lean heavily towards
the &dvaita. The statements termed the Mahivakyas
by tﬁ% Advaiting (viz. “That thou art’; ‘I am Brahman’ ;
‘All thR¥ is Brakman and there is no plurality here’ ;
‘This Afman is Brahman’) ;tlalicit.lgr sapport  the
docirine of the identity of Atman angd Brahman ; they
also clearly disavow plurality. Sihuilarly, the famous
statement in the Chandogya that the effect is non-
different from the cause and that the former differs
trom the latter in name and form only (Vacdrambhanam
Vikdro namadheyam  mriltiketyeve  saiyam) lends
powerful sapport to the Mayavada of Sankara. Apart
from this, the Brahmoen has been described both
as cosmic and as acosmice in the Upanigads.

Philosophically, the special  imnportance of
of Sankara’s Vedanta lies in the foct that that system
congtitutes itself inea well-knif, consistent dociring
qu_the basis of few fundamental coneepts only. The
Nydya-Vaidesika recognize a plurality of real entities ;
the inter-relations of these pose philosophical problems.
The Sankhya-Yoga pospulate a plurality of Purusas
along with Prakriti ag ultimate realitiess « The dunalism
of these leads o philogophical djfficulties. Judged




v A Souree Book-of Sankara

by the principle of parsimony, the Advaita-Vedanta
claims a high place as a philosophical system. In
this eonnection another important factor deserves
our notice: the different concepts of the Advaitic
system, being mutually well-connected, lend support
to one another. Thus the Advaita of Sankara it a
thoroughly consistent and a well-organized syster.
These points call for some clarification.

The Upunisads contain the conceptions of the
unity of dtman and Brohman, the negation of pluality
and the imperishable character of Moksa or hbel tion.
It is also stated there that by knowing the “Ttman

everything else Is kyoern, and that Moksa is brought
about by knowledee. The Advaita of Sankara offers
a congistent explanation of thege notions. Sinee the
function of knowledge is to reveal the nature of the
object known, knowledge canmnot either destroy or
create an object.  Knowledge can destroy bondage
only 1f the latter 13 an appearance ; if bondage be real,
then it cannot be removed by knowledge. For this
rgagon the Advaita Veddnta considers bondage to be
phenomenal, 1.e. an effect of negcience. 1t ig on account
of nescience (Avidyd), or superimposition (Adhyssa)
due to nescience, that the eternal, ageless and bligsful
Atman appears to be perishable and subject to pawn.
Jhe distinctions among different embodied souls aie
also due to nescience. Thus the principle of Avidyd
or Maya, accepted by the Advaita Vedanta, enables il
to reject both the plurality of the Jivas or souls and the
reality of the world Moksa fs nothing but the self’s
own_essential cnature ;(thfe realization, or attainment

Py



Introduction v

-of this nature is called Moksa or libearation. This
Mokso automatically follows upon the destrultion of
* Avidys Moksa is not something that comes to the self
or Atman from outside. Since the state of Moksa is
imperishable or eternal, it cannot be an effect of
actions ; for all effects of actions are perishable. For
this veason Sankara is firmly of opinion that the
Jdirect means for the realization of Moksu is knowlecge,

not action.

Bankara also accepts the possiblility of Jivan-
')H%R%.e. liberation in the course of actual life.
Real Mmowledge is the knowledge of the identity of
Atmon  and  Brohman. The emergence of this
knowledge results in the des&ﬁcti‘gn of the mutual
super-imposition (Adhyiasa) of the Atman and andbman
one on the other. As a consequence the Atman realizes
its difference from the body, the manas or mind, the
senses etc.; 1t gets rid of the notions of being an
actor and an enjoyer. This condition of freedom
from the notion of I-ness is Moksa. Such Molksa
18 possible even when one is still alive.

While the Upanigads make a clear mention of
several tenets of the Advaita Vedanta, they do not
-oxplicitly propound the doetrine of Mdya, As a
matter of fact the Upanisads declare the world to be
an effect, and, ocecasionally, a modification of Brakman;
they do not seem to suggest the theory of Vivarta or
phenomenal development. Both the Brihaddranyaks
and the Chamdogya Upanisads affirm the doctrine of
Satkaryavade ; the distinction between . Satkaryavade
and Viwarttavida was a later developraent. ul

- - -
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V1 A Source Book of Sankara

" The Vedinta rec:)gn,izes three levels of exastence
orreality : Brehman, which alone has ultimate reality ;
the visible world, which has only phenomenal reality ;
and the objects of dream and illusory experience,
that have only apparent or illusory reality. By the
modification cf a thing is meant its actual parindma o
transformation into a reality or existence belonging to
its own level ; Vivartia tmplies apparent transformation
of a thing into an object belonging to a different
(lower) Jevel. Milk and curd both belong 1o the p]?eno-
menal level ; therefore, the transformation of f;‘_rpﬂk
mto curd is parindmae ov real modification..TBut
the rope’s appearing as snake is an example of Vivariia
or apparent modifieation. The appearance of the
world in Brehmo?h is an example of Vivario.

Sarkara’s main contribution as a philosopher
lies m the field of metaphysics or ontology. Frowm
thiz viewpoint, the conception of dtman Lus a special
significance in his gystem. Another mportant con-
ception is that of Moksa which is identitied with the
real nature of the self. The majority of philosophers
in the world seek to prove the existence of the ultimate
reality by inference or reasontng. Both Saikara and
Ramanuja, however, hold the view that the existence
of Brahman or God cannot be proved through in-
ference or reasoning. According to Ramdnujn Gud
8an be known only from Sruti or Seripture.  Sanikuid
states that the Atman can be known not only from
the Beripture but also by Anubhova {experience o
intuition), and.also, to some -extent, by* reagoning.
Tie particularly eruphasizes the fact that the diman

" 1
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Introdyction Vi

is not dependent on the Pramgnas for being known or
revealed, and that it is known through exferience
sand 1z self-proved. All kinds of experience reveal
or prove the existence of Aiman, for no object can
be revealed without the light of the Atman. Atman
18 of the nature of “constant presence”, its absence
can never be experienced at all. Fven during deep,
sleep, the consciousness or light called Atman is ever
present ; if its presence is not felt the reason iz the
absence of an object. Just as light becomes visible
only ggainst the background of an object, similarly
the pgesence of the Aimam is felt only during the
course of expreience of objects. The Atman ks proved
even hefore the operation ol tha PTANATOS [ PrOMARES
are employed to prove the existencd of objects other
than the self, and not the existence of the self.
Since the Advaita Vedznta identifies the Brohman
with déman, the question of proving the existence
of the former apart from the latter does not arise at
all. However, the fact that Bralunan iz the cause of
the world can be known only from the Beripture.
In order to defend these ienets, Sankara seeks te
demolish the views beld, by rival gystems.

Here we may note some features of Saikara’s
theory of knowledge. In an important sense know-
ledge constitutes the very natuve of the gelf ; this
knowledge i3 partless, homogensous, and unchanging”
As wuch it ig the light (i.e., the principle of illumination)
that reveals the world. In a secondary semse know-
ledge or cognition is » modification of, the internal
organ. In this:sense (L&, considered _ as consistiry

- - -
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VI A Source Book of Sankara

of ideas or intellection) gognition is something that is
producéd and may be forgotten. Memory, volition,
ete., are modificetions of the internal organ.

CrrTicisy oF RIVAL SCHOOLS

Sankara has successfully refuted the dnalism
of Sanikhya and the ploralism of Nydya-Vaitesika ; he
hag also criticised the Buddhist and Jaina Schools.
He has urged two important objections agninst the
Sankhya. The first objection is that the Prakritt of
the Jankhya, being wmaterial und unconscious, caonot
be the cause of the world, which exhibitﬁrie&
design ; Brohaman alone is the cause of the woild
Secondly, as the SZmkhva holds, if the cause of
Purusa’s bondage is his involversent in  Pralyiti—
re. his lack of discrinination between himsell and
prakrifi—then, in cage Prakyriti is considered eternal,
the possibility of don-discrimination will also be
eternal ; this will endanger the possibility of ever-
lasting Muktd or Hberation.

Criticizing the Nyaya-Vaiesika metaphysics San-
Lara declares that the divition of entities into substance,
quality, ete. is unreasonable.*A substance and a quality
do not appear to be different like horse and bufallo ;
how, then, can they be taken to be distingt? The
followers of Nyaya-Vaifesika postulate a third entify,
Vamaviya, to connect substance and quality, which
is indefensible. If Samaviye is needed te connect
substance and quality (alsc actor and activity. universal
and particulay), then a yet another entity would be

Teeded to eonpect Samavdy . with subsgtance on the one
R = ) ¥ ’ "
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Introdmetion b

hand and with quality on the other ; and so on. This
would involve infinite regress. Therefore, Saskara
suggests that quality, action, generality and particula-
1ty should be taken to be identical with substance.

Sankara has also criticized the three Schools of
Buddhism. According to the Hinayana systerns
(the Vaibhagikas and the Sautrintikas) the world of
objects iz a mere collection of momentary particulars
(sveloksnas) 3 there is no abiding substance apart from
these particulars. These philogsophers accept neither
abi®'ng external objects, nor the eternal Aiman. The
10 calmd Afman of the Hindu systems i3 but an aggre-
aate of the five skandhas, called rips, Vedand, Sanifid,
Sarmsakira and Vijigna. Criticifing this view Sankara
points out that the system fails to provide for a con-
tinuing entity that could enjoy the state of Moksa
or Nirvdne ; that term can hardly have any meaning
for the momentary Skandhas. Apart from this, n
the absence of an abiding self, it is not possible te
account for memory, recognition, ete.

The subjective idealist (Vijfidnavadin) declargs
the world to be unreal like a dream. Just as non-
exigtent objects are peréeived in deream, so are they
apprehended during the so-called waking state.
Furthermore, since ‘blue’ and ‘cognition of blue’
ocour simultaneously, they should not be taken to be
distinet. Only when two things are presented separa-
tely can their distinction be experienced. This argu-
ment from simultanequs apprehension of the object
and its cognition (Sehopalambha) is used-by the menta~
lists to prove the identity of the.two. Hence _ib iz

-



< A Source Book of Sankara

concluded that there exnt no objects apart from thew
ideas or cognitions. The celebrated Scottish philosopher
Berkeley held a similar view. '

Sankara attempts to rvefute of this doetrine.
Since the external world is known through perception
and other pramdnas, the existence of external oljects
ghould be accepted. There could be no ibudion of
externalily unless externality were actually apprehen-
ded ; the illusion of externality proves the reality of
the experience of the external. Nobody ean have the
lusion of something never experienced ; nobod?%ver
has the llusion that Vispumitra appears to be-#oe son
of a barren woman. The prevalence or existence of
debate and the dLb&EGl‘b also goes to gshow that extor-
nal objects, distinet from the ideas, exigt. For, othex-
wise, whom it is that we seek to refute ? Surely,
nobody seeks to refute one’s own ideas. Sunkara’s
own view of the matter is that the entire phenomenal
world continues to be real for us until the realization of
self or Brahman. 1% is only after that realization that
the world ceases to be real to us.

The direet means for the realization of Moksa
is knowledge ; however, our worldly actions, individual
and soclal, are not without significance. The pe-
formance of actions enjoined on usleads to the purifiea-
tion of our mind and understanding ; such understand-
{ng alone is fit to receive the saving knowledge. Thus
the performance of duty is indirectly instrmmental n
bringing about ultimate releagse. -

Sankara has remarked at~one place fhat all ihe
pramanes, inclading pe}'ception ete., ag also the Serip-
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ture, rest in the /iva who 18 shuject to nescience. This
means that the promdnpas operate only ‘in the
*phenomenal world constituted or ereated by avidyd.
Here a question arises : how, then, can these pramdinags
produce the knowledge of reality 2 In reply Sankara
points out that the praminas do succeed in progueing
right knowledge, even as lines, straight and crooked,
and letters such ag a, ¢ become instrureental in the pro-
duction of the cognition of real sounds for letters. Now
the cognition thaf finally removes ignorance or avidyd
‘s a »odification of the internal organ. This modifica-

“tion, t=~final vritit of the internal organ, which brings
ahout the apprehansion of non-difference between
Abtman and Brehman, while destroying ignorance, gets
destroyed itself—even as a burning Match-stick, while
destroying a heap of dried up grass, gels burnt up
itgelf.

As we observed earlier the Advarte admits the
possibility of liberation in actual life. The man of
gtable mind (Sthitaprajfin), as deseribed in the Bhage-
vadgits, is alio the jivan-mukie and saint as conceived
by the Advaita. Such a saint is free from egotizm and
pride and stays unaffected by the pairs of opposites,
praise and blame, pleagure and pain, ete. Nothing 1n
the world 18 worth dewiring for such a man, he does not
find anything in the world for which to struggle and
fighs. Real bondage consists in attachment to things,"
wealth and power, status and fame ; the desire for these
alone produces tinrest. The jivan-mukta, the realized
soul of Advaits Vedanta; being free from.the shackles
of aforesaid desires, is ever‘at‘ pegoe, aver ab ease.



X1 A Source Book os Sankara

Such a saintly jivan-mukta by his balanced state of
mind proves, so to say, the reality of the ultimate ideal

envisaged by the Vedanta. Viewed in this light, the-

ideal of life aceepied by the Veddnta ceases to be a
matter merely of belief or argument ; it aequires, on
the contrary, the status of a value sanectioned and
proved by actual, lived experience.

N. K. DEVARATA
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